
Dear W.C., 12/27/10

My family is in desperate need of help. My husband was diagnosed with a brain tumor. He
has been having problems for nearly a year and we did not know why. Since we did not have
health insurance we could not afford a visit to a doctor. One night several weeks ago he was
so bad he passed out and I called an ambulance. After a week in the hospital and many tests
they tell us he has a cancerous brain tumor. How does something like this happen to a man in
his 30’s with two young children? They said he waited so long to get treated it is too late.
They want to do some radiation to shrink the tumor but it is too late for surgery. We are both
in shock and not sure where to go from here. He can no longer work and I have been
unemployed for the last eight months. We have fallen behind in our rent. Everything in our
life has changed at once and I am overwhelmed with the reality of losing my husband. Can
you please help make this difficult time a little easier?

Devastated and Overwhelmed Wife

Dear Readers,

As we all prepare to begin a new year there are some facing great hardship. This mother of
two young children will have to care for her husband. She will have to figure out how to feed
and shelter her children as they struggle financially in this recession. I called the mother as
soon as I read this letter requesting our assistance.

The mother answered the phone on the first ring. She explained she was waiting for the
doctor to return her call because she had just brought her husband home from the hospital
and he was not doing well. I asked when would be a good time for me to come and visit and
she said as soon as possible. I did not feel right showing up when they had just returned
home from the hospital and he was doing so poorly, but she said, “Please come as soon as
you can. My husband needs to talk to you.” I went to their address at once.

When I arrived the wife answered the door. She told me her husband had finally fallen asleep
after she gave him some pain medication under the doctor’s directions. She asked me to
come in and she showed me her husband sleeping on the couch where he had insisted on
waiting for me. He looked very drained and pale. She showed me a picture of him taken just
a year previous and he looked like a completely different man. She began to cry and asked if
I would pray with her.

The two children were sitting at the kitchen table. I could tell they were confused and too
young to understand. I talked with the children for a few minutes and they were very nice.
The mother explained how they both helped her, they loved school, and their grades were
good. The oldest child said, “Dad tells us he is very proud of us for being the best.” The



mother smiled and hugged both her children. After meeting the children we went back to the
living room by her husband.

In the living room she said the thought of trying to care for her children when she could not
pay the rent or tear herself away from her husband’s side was too much for her. She began to
cry again when she explained she had not told her children that their father was very sick.
They were only four and seven and could not begin to understand what he was going
through. I assured her we would be there to help make this time for them somewhat easier.

We went over their budget and income. This had all happened so fast and the wife was trying
to find time to apply for assistance but it was a long process that had a long waiting period.
She was trying to split her time between the hospital, her children, and making endless phone
calls for assistance that also required appointments and paperwork. Now that her husband
was home she would need to spend her time caring for him. She explained her husband’s
family was either deceased or he had no contact with them. Her own family was in
Minnesota. They were very much alone.

The husband/father sat up, holding his head. The wife immediately went to his side holding
him and asking how he felt. He said he felt dizzy but much better. He asked his wife if she
had heard from me and she said, “W.C. is right here. He met the kids.” The husband/father
looked over the room and saw me. He tried to stand, but was not able. I went to him and told
him to rest. He grasped my hand and told me how he always read The Time Is Now to Help
column. He said, “I am sorry to burden The Time Is Now to Help with another problem.” I
held his hand with both of mine and told him it was an honor to do what we could to help his
family. The husband/father looked at me, his eyes full of tears, and said, “I thank all of you
for helping us. My biggest worry has been for my family, my wife, my children.” He began
to tremble. I put my arm around his shoulders and told him The Time Is Now will be there to
help. With that he calmed down and seemed to relax some as he thanked us profusely. The
husband then said what they needed most was to move to Minnesota to live with his wife’s
parents. The wife agreed this would be the best scenario for them as she would be able to live
rent free with her parents for as long as they needed.

After more conversation we called her parents and they readily agreed. They just did not
have the money to help her move. I agreed to help with the relocation costs. I spoke to their
landlord about the overdue rent. After I explained the grave situation he very kindly agreed
to return the security deposit and forgive the overdue rent. This is a fellow American doing
fine financially and sharing/helping his fellow creations’ burden. God bless him. I also called
a volunteer to bring over some much needed food. The same volunteer offered to help the
wife pack as she cared for her husband. They seemed to really get along well and I could see
this volunteer was a perfect pick for the help the wife needed.



With the help of a few more volunteers we had the house packed in two days. The wife
applied for the medical assistance her husband would need at her parents’ home. The wife
gave both me and the wonderful volunteer a big hug as we helped her and her husband into
their car as she was preparing to leave. It filled us with sadness to know we would never see
this young man again. He could barely speak but managed to grab my hand, look me in the
eyes, and thank me for helping his wife and family.  I told him, “God bless you my friend.
Everyone at The Time Is Now to Help are thankful for allowing us to help.” He actually gave
me a smile and whispered, “Tell everyone God bless them for their help.” I handed his wife
several vouchers for gas and the volunteer handed her a big bag with sandwiches, snacks,
and drinks for their drive. We hugged again and they were off.

I spoke with the young mother about a month later when she called to tell me her husband
had passed. I could not believe such a young father could be taken from this world. She
shared with me how they were all able to be with him when he left this world. She also said
how much help her parents had been to her and the children. She thanked everyone at The
Time Is Now to Help for food when they were hungry and all the assistance we offered in the
relocation to her parents. She broke down in tears again as she said they could never have
done this without our help. She said her husband had been so relieved by all The Time Is
Now had done for his family.

As we all prepare to begin a New Year, let’s not forget the untimely passing of this young
father. I am sure last New Year he thought he had many more years to celebrate. I doubt he
thought he would be gone from this world before the next holiday season. If we all make a
resolution to extend ourselves to someone in need this coming year, to care and share as God
loves us, our world would be a much better place for everyone. Thank you again for your
caring and sharing over the past year. My resolution will be the same one I make every year,
to help as many of our fellow creations in need as I/we possibly can, to try and end the
suffering and pain of poverty, and to continue to use every penny of your donations to assist
those in need of assistance. Thank you again for your caring and sharing and God Bless
Everyone in the New Year.

Don’t forget our new Christmas Wish $25,000 Matching Grant. Your donations will be
matched dollar for dollar until we reach our goal of $25,000. Once again, thank you and God
bless our generous providers of this wonderful opportunity. After Christmas we reach our
most difficult fund raising time. It is also the most trying time for individuals living without
shelter, food, and utilities during our harsh winter. Please find this matching grant an
encouragement to donate after the holiday season. God bless you for Caring and Sharing.



Health & Happiness, God Bless Everyone, W.C.

Please Help: Make checks payable to: The Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 70, Pell
Lake, WI 53157. The Time Is Now to Help is a federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable
organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and Illinois. You will receive a tax
deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing exactly what every penny of your donation
provided for the poverty stricken.

A Very Special Thank You:  Michael & Sue Borden, William H. & Lois J. McEssy
Foundation, Unilock, Paul Ziegler, Ziegler Charitable Foundation, Lake Geneva Gutter Co.,
Steven & Deidred Trumble, Beach & Associates, Distribution & Transportation Service, Eye
Physicians & Surgeons, Illinois Tool Works Foundation, E2 Services,  Martin Group,
Delavan United Methodist Church, The Bloody Mary Group, Martin O’Brien, Dick & Jean
Honeyager, Agnes Terpstra, Judith Hellenga, Kenneth Terpstra, Robert Zarek, Avis
Luchsinger, Howard & Maureen Gleason, Marshal & Susan Ketchpaw, Dan & Regina
Mehring, F. J. Doolittle, Katherine Kelly, Joanne Zeasman, Brian & Tricia Kelley, John &
Sally Dicmas, John & Karla Zils, Kenneth Walter, Pat Ebert, Linda Bliss, John & Colette
Kuhlmann, Jill Weckesser, Robert Ponsonby, Stephen & Joan Birkholz, Kenneth & Delores
Baumeister, W.C. Family Resource Center/Food Pantry volunteers, and all the God loving
volunteers of all our caring food pantries, ALL of you who support The Time Is Now to Help
donation boxes, and the businesses that allow our donation boxes. Anyone who would like a
Time Is Now donation box in your business, please call (262)249-7000.

We Desperately Need Cars: Please donate a used car to help our fellow American’s
get to work and other daily necessities.

Goodsearch for The Time Is Now:  Search the web with www.goodsearch.com and
help to raise funds for The Time Is Now to Help. Just make www.goodsearch.com your
homepage and pick The Time Is Now to Help as your charity.

Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org


