
Dear W.C., 

I have a cousin who is disabled and struggling to get by. She lives on her own after many 

years of being dependant on her parents. Her mother died last year and her father is living in 

hospice now after a long two year battle with cancer. I help when I can but due to the fact I 

live three hours away from them, I can only make the trip every other weekend, if I have 

money for gas. I am just not able to help my cousin financially as I am only just making ends 

meet. I wish I could do more to help. My cousin has mentioned she is behind on her rent and 

utilities due to the fact she had to pay for emergency surgery on her service dog. Her service 

dog is her friend, helper, protector, and he is her only means of independence. It is amazing 

to watch them as a team. They love each other very much. Her landlord is threatening to 

evict her. Could you please help my disabled cousin?  

Forever Grateful Cousin 

Dear Readers, 

I called the writer of the letter to verify some information. After we spoke I understood the 

obligation the letter writer felt to this handicapped cousin. When they were young children 

the Aunt and Uncle had taken in the person that wrote the letter. They had raised them as one 

of their own children, even while caring for their disabled daughter. Many years later they 

repaid that kindness by helping the disabled cousin get a service dog and learn to live 

independently when both parents were too ill to care for them any longer. The disabled 

cousin had never wanted to live in an institution and this may have been her only alternative. 

The service dog had changed her whole life as she learned to navigate her world with her 

canine friend and protector at her side.  

Now, due to an emergency surgery that saved the life of her best friend/service dog, the 

disabled woman was about to lose her independence due to her inability to pay her rent and 

utilities. Now she faced a different challenge as her mother was no longer there and her 

father was very close to passing as well. She would be alone in the world if it was not for her 

cousin and service dog.  

I agreed to meet them at the disabled persons apartment the next day when the cousin would 

be in town. I arrived the next day to find the cousin waiting outside. She introduced herself 

and we went in together to meet the disabled woman. The cousin let herself in with her own 

key. We were immediately greeted at the door by the service dog. He was a smart dog and 

friendly after our introduction. The cousin called out and we heard the woman reply from the 

next room. They brought me in for introductions.  

We spoke for a long time about many things. I noticed how attentive both the cousin and 

service dog were to her. We talked about her father's health and how she was coping with the 



loss of her mother. It was very clear that the only person she had left to count on for any 

assistance was the cousin that wrote the letter of request. I saw that once her father was gone 

she would be relying even more on the cousin, even with her living independently. When I 

pointed this out to the disabled woman she became very sad. After a moment she said, "I do 

not want to be a burden to my cousin. That is why I worked so hard to get my service dog 

and gain my independence." She began to cry. I knew the tears had a lot to do with the loss 

of her mother, the terminal illness of her father and the possible eviction.  

The cousin reached out and held her hand. I realized that the disabled woman needed to live 

closer to her cousin without the three hour drive. When I suggested this they both started 

talking. The cousin said, "I've wanted that for so long now." I asked the disabled woman if 

she would consider such a move and she said, "There has never been a time to do that until 

now." The cousin said, "You are my family. I have no other family. The only woman I could 

ever call Mom was your mother, and now I feel like my own father is dying too. I would love 

to have you, my family, in my life every day."  

After that conversation I went to work with immediate assistance to get the disabled woman 

through the next month at her present location. We brought her utilities and rent up to date.  

Sadly the fathers illness progressed quickly. The cousin found a small handicap accessible 

apartment and promised to be there to help with the move. The cousin was able to take a 

week off work to help with the small funeral and help the disabled woman pack her 

belongings. They went through the fathers small apartment and other than a few family 

mementos and photos there was not much to keep. The father and mother had always lived 

simply putting all their resources into helping the disabled daughter and raising the cousin as 

well. The photos they shared with me showed a happy family, laughing and smiling, even 

with the many hardships they had all faced.  

Volunteers helped the cousin load up the disabled woman's belongings in a trailer. We 

provided the cousin with a gas card to help with the trip. We helped the disabled woman with 

her first month's rent and security deposit to help her with a fresh start. They were both very 

saddened over the loss of their father, yet ready to be a family again in their new location.  

They thanked The Time Is Now to Help for providing them with the much needed assistance.  

Once again, together we make our world a better place.  

Health & Happiness, God Bless Everyone, W.C./Sal  

 Please Help: Make checks payable to: The Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 70, Pell 

Lake, WI 53157. The Time Is Now to Help is a federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable 

organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and Illinois. You will receive a tax 

deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing exactly what every penny of your donation 



provided for the poverty stricken.         

 A Very Special Thank You: CNN/Turner Broadcasting System, Mark & Natalie 

Reno, Kunes' Country Auto Group, Dick & Jean Honeyager, Dr. Mark & Cynthia Brower, 

Martin Business Group, Richard & Jean Honeyager, Delavan Service League, Russo 

Drywall, Leon & Lou Jane Koldeway, Stephanie Riley, Anna Kiel, Jon Reavis, Lena 

Stoneking, Victoria Wertz, Sid & Patty Johnson, Robert & Mary Winter, Randall & 

Margaret Smith, W.C. Family Resource Center/Food Pantry volunteers, and all the God 

loving volunteers of all our caring food pantries, ALL of you who support The Time Is Now 

to Help donation boxes, and the businesses that allow our donation boxes. Anyone who 

would like a Time Is Now donation box in your business, please call (262)249-7000.    

 Memorials: VFW Post 7501 in memory of Harvey Peck. Robert & MaryAnn 

Zelenski in memory of Marc Borgert.       

 Special Event: Thank you to the Geneva National Foundation for honoring The Time 

Is Now to Help with the 2012 Humanitarian Award to be awarded at the annual Lifelong 

Empowerment Open (L.E.O.) at Geneva National Golf Club on Monday, June 25, 2012. The 

Humanitarian Award, presented by the GNF, will be presented during the dinner & program 

at the sixth annual L.E.O. that benefits four organizations in Walworth County that serve 

individuals with special needs. Lakeland School, Inspiration Ministries, The Autism Support 

Fund and Twin Oaks Homeless Shelter are this year’s benefiting organizations of the annual 

fundraiser. For more information about the L.E.O. or to purchase tickets to the event, visit 

www.GenevaNationalFoundation.org.        

 We Desperately Need Cars : Please donate a used car to help our fellow American’s 

get to work and other daily necessities.        

 Goodsearch for The Time Is Now:  Search the web with www.goodsearch.com and 

help to raise funds for The Time Is Now to Help. Just make www.goodsearch.com your 

homepage and pick The Time Is Now to Help as your charity.      

    Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org       

http://www.genevanationalfoundation.org/
http://www.goodsearch.com/
http://www.goodsearch.com/
http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/

