
Dear W.C., 

My sister and I grew up in an abusive family. Both my mother and father drank heavily. 

When they were drinking we would do our best to not be seen or heard. If we were then we 

would most likely get a slap, punch, kick and constant verbal abuse. I never knew there were 

people that could help us and even began to think this cruelty would never end. When I was 

17, I met a friend that eventually helped me out of my abusive household. They invited me 

over to their house for the weekend. I finally got to see what a normal family relationship 

should be. I never realized parents could actually be nice and sober. I told my friend about 

what my life was like at home. A few weeks later they took me in. This forever changed my 

life. With their help I was able to finish school, get a job and slowly begin to recover.  

Unfortunately my sister did not receive the same guidance. She actually ran away from home 

when I was 15, she is three years older than me. She got married and ended up in a bad 

abusive relationship. She became pregnant with her first child when I was 18. She would tell 

me how her husband started drinking and would beat her. I tried many times to talk to her 

and tell her how life did not have to be like that. I went to visit once and she had bruises on 

her arms. She quickly tried to hide them. I asked her if everything was alright and if the baby 

was safe in that house. Her alcoholic husband heard me, even though I had whispered, and 

threw me out of their house, telling me I was no longer welcome to visit my sister or niece.  

I did not know what to do so I called the police. They questioned my sister but out of fear she 

would not admit to the abuse, our parents had taught her how to lie so well. The police did 

not see anything else out of order so there was nothing else they could do.  

It is now five years later and my sister, along with her two children, have come to me for 

help. She finally broke away four months ago from the man that was abusing her. She has 

cleaned up her life. She has been struggling to start living life how God meant life to be, not 

living in the constant fear of abuse. I wish I had the money to help her, but I do not. She had 

to leave everything behind when she left. My sister said the final straw was when he turned 

on the children with his drunken rage. She finally snapped out of her stupor and decided she 

would not allow her children to be terrorized one moment more. That lifestyle was not how 

she wanted her children to be raised. She has been living with me in my apartment, but my 

landlord has noticed I have four people living in my one bedroom apartment. We are very 

crowded. Is there any way The Time Is Now to Help can help us?  

Sincere Sister 

Dear Readers, 

It was a big relief knowing the woman and children were at least safe for now. Knowing she 

had the strength to break away from the cycle of abuse was a major first step in her healing 

process. It seemed like she had many years of abuse to recover from. When I arrived at the 

sisters apartment it was crowded. The apartment was very small with a tiny kitchen, one 

small bathroom and one small bedroom.  



After introducing myself to the two sisters, and a quick tour of the small space, we sat at the 

kitchen table to talk. I asked about the ex-husband. The older sister said he had stopped 

trying to contact her and disappeared when she told him she was filing for child support. She 

felt he was gone for good. With nowhere else to turn she said she got in touch with her sister, 

who did not hesitate to take her in. She said she was so humiliated by how her and the 

children were living in constant fear, and how a visit to a local church had changed 

everything for her. She began to see that she did not have to live like that or allow her 

children to be raised in that hostile environment.  

She said she had never known what it felt like to live in a home where there was no fear or 

oppression. The last few months with her sister, even with the severe lack of space and 

funds, was one of the happiest of her life. She said they had cooked together, prayed 

together, gone to church together and talked about everything in their lives. With that both 

sisters were hugging and crying. The children stared at them and also began to cry. I could 

see the children were confused so I immediately calmed the mother and aunt, reminding 

them to be aware of the children's feelings. The women both hugged the two children, 

smiling and telling them they were happy to be together.  

After we finished the emotional conversation we went on to talk about their financial 

situation. The younger sister was just getting by, paying student loans and rent, as she began 

her career fresh out of school with a good job. The older sister was only working part-time. 

She would need to find a full-time job to support herself going forward. I asked the women if 

they had considered living together, in a larger apartment? They said they would love that 

but the younger sister still had three months left on her lease and they did not have the funds 

to pay first month's rent and security deposit on a larger apartment. I asked the younger sister 

what her rent cost was on the present one bedroom. While it was reasonable I knew of a 

larger apartment available for a fair increase in rent. I asked the older sister about her job 

abilities. I gave her some direction to seek a good job. We set up a budget to accommodate a 

three bedroom apartment. I was able to call on a job contact I had for the older sister. She 

was able to talk on the phone and a miracle happened. She was to start the following 

Monday.  When she finished the call she put her hands over her face and began to cry, again 

saying, "I'm sorry kids, I'm so happy because I have a job, a real job." 

I offered to call the landlord to see about releasing them from the lease early. The landlord 

agreed and graciously gave back the security deposit as well. He honestly admitted to having 

another renter waiting for a one bedroom apartment anyway. With our assistance with rent 

and security deposit, the sisters and two young children were able to move into the larger 

three bedroom apartment. An extra bonus was the apartment was closer to both of their jobs 

and had extra security with locked entrances. This gave them a savings in gas each month 

and a feeling of security.  

At our last visit we provided some furniture and household necessities from Chris Ann's 

Resale Shop. We also filled their cabinets and refrigerator with good food for the women and 

children. We helped provide the older sister with work appropriate clothing and clothing for 

the children. The women could not believe all the help we provided so fast to change their 



lives. I explained how all of "You" make our good works possible. They listened intently 

about how we work together doing God's work removing the pains of poverty. They were so 

grateful they asked if we could pray together offering thanks to God for all their new found 

blessings from all of "You". The prayer the women shared with me had me holding back my 

tears this time, hearing their gratitude for The Time Is Now to Help/"All of You." The sisters 

prayed, thanking God for all of "Your" help, removing the years of abuse, giving them a new 

life of love and happiness. They cried tears of gratitude and happiness through their prayers. 

My voice was very grateful as we held hands and said, "Amen." 

God Bless all of "You" for making our mission so life changing, with great compassion for 

our fellow creations.  Together we will continue our good works of compassion. While some 

say the economy is improving there is still a long recovery for our fellow Americans. 

Together we will continue to remove the pains and suffering of poverty for the many turning 

to us for help.  

A Big Thank You to the providers of the second 2013 Summertime Foundation $10,000 

Matching Grant and all of "You" for helping! Please remember every dollar you donate to 

help will be matched by another, doubling our help.  

Health & Happiness, God Bless Everyone, W.C./Sal 

 Please Help: Make checks payable to: The Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 70, Pell 

Lake, WI 53157. The Time Is Now to Help is a federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable 

organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and Illinois. You will receive a tax 

deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing how your donation provided assistance for 

the poverty stricken.           

 A Very Special Thank You: The Summertime Foundation, Kunes' Country Auto 

Group, The Rhoades Foundation, Mark & Natalie Reno, Paul Ziegler/Ziegler Charitable 

Foundation, Dick & Jean Honeyager, Dr. Thomas Schuetz, Badger High school FFA, 

Candice Olson, Martin Business Group, Milton & Carol Ann Ancevic, Lloyd Cornue, Issie, 

Peggy & Barbara in honor of Dena Hanson's 80th Birthday, Barbara Giovannoni, George & 

Leah Rozhon, Jay & Karen Fritz, John & Sally Dicmas, Caleb & Bridget Christen, John & 

Mary Thulis, Victoria Wertz, Carolyn May Essel, Dorothy Butek, Gordon & Kathleen 

Keyes, Vera Hamley, Margarie Egger, Steve & Padget Flowers, Richard & Patricia Dressel, 

Robert & Patricia Davis, Louise & Clifford Morris, George & Lauretta Clettenberg, Gerald 

& Joyce Byers, Donald Lightfield, W.C. Family Resource Center/Food Pantry volunteers, 

and all the God loving volunteers of all our caring food pantries, ALL of you who support 

The Time Is Now to Help donation boxes, and the businesses that allow our donation boxes. 

Anyone who would like a Time Is Now donation box in your business, please call (262) 249-

7000.             

 Memorials:  Geri Hinton in memory of Wilma Jacobson.    

 Talmer Bank Gives Back: The Time Is Now to Help is honored to be nominated for 

the April Talmer Gives Back Facebook campaign sponsored by Talmer Bank and Trust. Please 

vote for The Time Is Now to Help by visiting our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/thetimeisnowtohelp. We will be posting links on our wall throughout the 



month of April. You only have to vote one time and it only takes a moment. Thank you.   
 Side by Side Fundraiser Dinner: Tuesday, April 30, 2013 Simple Restaurant we be 

hosting a fundraiser dinner to benefit Side by Side. Side by Side is an ecumenical group working 

to alleviate homeless. Seatings will be at 5, 6 and 7pm. Tickets are available at member churches 

or at the door. Adults $10, children $5       

 Chris Ann's Resale Shop: I will continue to ask Chris Ann's Resale shop for 

furniture and household necessities to help our poverty stricken fellow Americans. If you 

have anything you would like to donate please call (262) 348-9088. They are located at 406 

Hwy. 120 North, Lake Geneva, WI, in the old Floor Store building across from the Shell gas 

station and Next Door Pub. "Look for the American Flags."      

 We Desperately Need Cars : Please donate a used car to help our fellow American’s 

get to work and other daily necessities.         

    Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org       

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/

