
Dear W.C., 

I am a single mother of two beautiful children. The children’s father has no contact with us 
and does not pay his child support. I have been working two jobs just to make ends meet. 
Between rent, gas, car insurance, health insurance, utilities, food, child care and supporting 
my children I can never seem to get ahead. We are always barely one step ahead of 
homelessness. I never wanted to raise my children like this, feeding them buttered noodles 
and peanut butter sandwiches for dinner several days each week. Right now we are almost a 
month behind in our rent because I lost my second job due to the company shutting down. I 
am also late with my utilities. A woman that works at the factory I work at told me about 
your organization. I have never asked for help before in my life, but I am asking now for my 
children. Please help us.  

Dear Readers, 

I called the mother to visit with her and the children. We arranged a time for the following 
day. The next day I arrived at the apartment that was above a garage in the city. I knocked on 
the door and since the weather was decent the mother asked if we could take the children for 
a walk to the nearby park. I told her that would be fine.  

After we introduced ourselves and I met the two children, we began our walk and talk. I 
could see the mother and children had very old worn shoes. I made a mental note to make 
sure these children and mother were provided with gift cards and a shopping trip for shoes 
and clothing.  

As we talked the mother became less reserved as she gained more trust in me. I asked her 
about the situation with the children’s father and his lack of child support.  The mother 
shared her story, the same story I have sadly heard many times. The mother said, “We were 
real happy until I became pregnant. He did not want the responsibility. When I became 
pregnant with my second child he changed even more. It seemed like all the joy and 
motivation left him. He was angry all the time. I found drugs in the glove box of his car one 
day and confronted him. He went crazy and became violent. I threatened to call the police on 
him and he went in the house, collected his belongings and left. Just like that he walked out 
of our life and never returned. He broke my heart.” By the time she finished her story she 
was crying. The children were happily playing on the playground so they did not have to 
hear our conversation and see their mother’s tears.  

I asked questions about her family and any other support system she may have in her life. It 
turns out the only friend she has is the woman she works with that also takes her to church 
each week. The mother told me about her own families problems with abuse and alcohol that 
had driven her to marry to get away. The mother said, “All I wanted was to bring up my 
children in a loving home with a mother and a father that took care of them, plenty of food 
and love. I failed them.” She began to cry again. I reassured her she was not failing her 
children. I said, “Your love for your children has kept you by their side, loving and caring for 
them. You asked The Time Is Now to Help for help and I know that was not easy for you to 



do. You are a loving mother doing everything to provide for your children. That is not being 
a failure. We will help you get back on track.” I could see hearing these words meant a lot to 
this mother. She had been doubting her ability to care for her children kind words of 
reassurance regained her attention to continue to be a strong mother.  

We talked about her job and what hours she needed to work to cover her shortage in her 
budget each month. I asked about her hourly rate and benefits. We discussed her work skills. 
I knew of a better paying job that would also provide a few hours of overtime each week, 
providing the extra money previously provided by two jobs. She also would be much closer 
to this employment, lowering her gas costs, wear and tear on her car and saving her eight 
hours of driving time each week. I made the call to the owner of the business and set her up 
for an interview. The mother was so grateful for this help. “I am so happy I contacted The 
Time Is Now to Help. Now maybe I can save up for the shoes and to pay my utilities.” I 
smiled as I said, “We are bringing your utilities and rent up to date too. I cannot leave here 
thinking about you and your children struggling to catch up.” This brought new tears to her 
eyes. I explained how all of “You” who support The Time Is Now to Help are helping our 
fellow creations. She wanted me to thank all of “You” for all the blessings of help for her 
children.  

We agreed to meet again after her job interview. She collected her children and I walked 
them back to her apartment. She showed me where they lived. This was not the usual garage 
apartment. This was a full size apartment with a nice size kitchen, two bedrooms and a good 
sized living room built over a large three car garage. The apartment was very sparsely 
furnished and the cabinets and refrigerator had little food. As I prepared to leave I gave the 
mother three gift cards, one for gas and two for food. Her eyes filled with tears of 
appreciation. I said goodbye with a promise to return.  

The mother called me very excited after the job interview. The interview turned out to be 
excellent and included her first day on the job. She said, “I got the job! The owner had me 
help her all day. We got along great!” I saw a new side of this mother, happy, excited and 
ready to take her lead. I told her the owner had called me and was nearly as excited as she 
was to have enthusiastic help. My dear friends, to get out of a financial situation you need to 
work hard to make a difference. This mother was willing to do the work needed to get out of 
her financial hardship. This hardworking, loving mother just needed an opportunity to prove 
herself.  

Our assistance with rent, bringing her utilities up to date, and the job were life changing. All 
of “You” made this life change possible. I share with all of “You” the gratitude and 
thanksgiving told to me by this renewed strong mother.  

God Bless all of you for making "Our" The Time Is Now to Help so special. Together we 
will continue to remove the many pains of poverty including: hunger, loneliness, fear and 
homelessness… Together we provide hope, compassion, care, shelter, food, ...all the 
necessities of daily life, through our Caring and Sharing. God Bless all of "You" for helping.  



Health & Happiness, God Bless Everyone, W.C./Sal  

 Please Help: There are many coming to us in desperation. Our good fellow creations 
need our compassion. Together we make a big difference. Make checks payable to: The 
Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 1, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. The Time Is Now to Help is a 
federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and 
Illinois. You will receive a tax deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing how your 
donation provided assistance for the poverty stricken.     
 A Very Special Thank You: Paul Ziegler, Ziegler Charitable Foundation, Fox 
Charities, Dick & Jean Honeyager, The Petco Foundation, Lake Geneva Petco, The Rhoades 
Foundation, Unitarian Universalist Church, Thrivent Choice Program, ITW Foundation, 
Martin Business, Beach & Associates, Daryl & Geri Braun,  Edward Paredes, Karin 
Collamore, Margaret Plevak, Sylvester & Virginina Seick, Michael Glass, Steve & Padget 
Flowers, Leslie Borg, Steve Thornton, Patricia Jankowski, Rose Mohr, Albert & Ellen 
Burnell, John & Kathryn Swanson, Ernst Cornielsen, Frank & Ann Huml, Ernest & Dorothy 
Winters, Hedwig Spaight, Gerald & Kay Hinkelmann, Shirley Abell, James Borden, Barry 
Rueckert,  Robert Thoms, Roseanne Day, W.C. Family Resource Center/Food Pantry 
volunteers, and all the God loving volunteers of all our caring pantries, ALL of you who 
support The Time Is Now to Help donation boxes, and the businesses that allow our donation 
boxes. Anyone who would like a Time Is Now donation box in your business, please call 
(262) 249-7000.         
 Memorials: Dan, Tammy, Gabrielle &  Alex Freitag and Don & Shirley Meyerhofer 
in memory of Lucille Shoppe. Robert & Mary Ann Zelenski in memory of Mike Zelenski & 
Francis Schaefer. Country Fairway Condominium Association in memory of Dave Bush.  
 Side by Side Fundraiser: A fundraiser Dinner to benefit Side by Side will be held at 
Simple Restaurant, Tues. April 29, 2014, Serving at 5, 6 and 7pm.  $10 for adults, tip & 
beverage excluded. Tickets may be purchased from members or at the door.   
 Furniture Donations:  Please contact Love, Inc. for all your furniture, clothing and 
household item donations. Call 262-763-2743 or 262-763-6226 to schedule pick-up. We are 
no longer affiliated with Chris Ann's Resale Shop.       
 W.C. Food Pantry Needs Help: The W.C. Food Pantry is desperately in need of 
1,000 sq. ft. + donated storage space in Lake Geneva, Elkhorn or Delavan. An overhead door 
is necessary. It can be heated or unheated. A loading dock would be a huge plus. The W.C. 
Food Pantry is working hard to provide good food along with other items such as pet food, 
toiletries and other desperately needed daily necessities. All this requires the space to store 
these items when donated in large quantities. Please contact Jim Drescher at (262) 745-6018 
if you can help the food pantry.          
    Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org       

 

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/

