
Dear W.C., 

I am writing to see if you would be able to provide assistance for my friend that also is my 
roommate. She suffered a fall last month and broke her ankle. She had surgery but has since 
contracted an infection that has resulted in additional surgeries and a very long 
hospitalization. I went to visit her yesterday and she told me she would not be able to pay her 
portion of the rent or utilities this month. She only works part-time, due to being disabled, 
and counts on the extra income from her job to pay for her food, medications and other living 
expenses. If she can’t pay her portion of the rent or utilities we will both be homeless soon. I 
am very worried about her as she is very sick with this infection and the constant worry over 
her bills is not helping her recovery. She has no family to ask for help. Please consider my 
friend for assistance from The Time Is Now to Help. 

Dear Readers, 

I called the friend/roommate to get an update on the woman’s condition. The roommate was 
very happy to hear it was The Time Is Now to Help calling to offer our caring assistance. 
The roommate filled me in on her friends continuing health crisis. She had undergone 
another procedure the previous day to remove more infection. She was still in the hospital 
and would be for quite some time yet. We spoke on the phone for a few minutes and the 
roommate agreed to meet me at their apartment to discuss their financial situation.  

I arrived at the apartment complex and was met at the door by a woman that had a noticeable 
tremor. After I showed my identification the roommate invited me inside. The apartment 
looked clean and orderly but I felt a chill in the air. The roommate showed me around the 
two bedroom apartment and then we sat to talk in the sparsely furnished living room. I 
commented on how cold it was inside and the roommate stated that when they both were not 
home they turned the thermostat down to 55 degrees. When they were home they kept it at 
67 degrees. She said it was cheaper to bundle up than pay a high utility bill. When I had 
called I asked the roommate to have their bills and budget ready for me to review. I noticed 
the roommate had these on the table.  

Going over their budget I noted the roommates needed each other to get by. They shared all 
living expenses. The friend that was hospitalized did not drive so her roommate did all the 
driving for both their part-time jobs. They had been friends and roommates for several years 
and their arrangement had worked all this time until this injury. The roommate pointed out 
they lived very frugally, eating all meals at home and not doing any unnecessary driving. I 
saw they did not have cable television or internet. When I looked through the cupboards and 
refrigerator I noticed there was not much food but the roommate did comment that since her 
friend was in the hospital she did not need much for just herself. We provided her with a gift 
card to purchase groceries as needed. The roommate said she would save most of it for when 
her friend finally returned home. I encouraged her to purchase some healthy food for herself 
now and we would help them with more food when her friend returned home. The roommate 
was extremely grateful for the food gift card.  



I noticed the roommate quickly looked away and I saw her wipe tears from her eyes. I could 
tell she was too proud to ask for help for herself. I asked her, “Is there anything we can do for 
you before we go see your friend?” The roommate shook her head no but she could no longer 
hide her tears. As she tried to hide them with her hand I again asked if there was anything we 
could do and her reply was, “Just you being here and caring about my friend is enough. If 
you can help her stop worrying about us becoming homeless I know she will get better. I 
have just been so worried and do not have anyone to share this with.” She said this last 
sentence with a sob and could no longer hide the tears now pouring down her cheeks. Once 
again I noticed the tremor. This time I asked the roommate what was the matter. She 
informed me, “I have MS. Thank God it is progressing slowly. My employer informed me 
not to worry they will always find something for me to do.” I agreed with her she had a 
compassionate employer. She said, “My roommate and I were doing fine until this injury. 
Even though we were just getting by month to month we still proudly took care of ourselves. 
It took a lot for me to write a letter to The Time Is Now to Help.”  At this point we went over 
their budget. She presented all their bills, income and budget for me to review. Upon 
conclusion I found they lived very carefully within their budget.   

We then talked about her friend in the hospital. She had been sick for so long. The roommate 
told me about how much weight she had lost, even though she didn’t have much to lose in 
the first place, and how she was losing hope of getting better. When I asked about this the 
roommate said, “She even told me the other day that it would be better if she just died from 
this infection because she would never be able to pay her bills that were not covered by her 
insurance. She is so depressed and losing her will to live.” She asked if I would go see her 
friend in the hospital to cheer her up and motivate her to fight for her life. My reply was, 
“Can we go right now?” 

We rode to the hospital together to visit the friend. The roommate tried to prepare me for 
how her friend looked. I told her I had been doing this for many years and had helped many 
people going through all kinds of illnesses. When we arrived at the hospital I followed the 
roommate into the friend’s room. The friend was very happy to see her roommate but looked 
confused when she saw me enter her room as well. The roommate introduced me to her 
friend lying in bed. She looked extremely tired, thin and sickly. The friend said, “I thought 
you were kidding. You really wrote to WC for me?” The roommate said, “I told you I was 
writing to him so he could help you.” I finally convinced the friend I was really there to help 
them both.  The friend said again, “I can’t believe you wrote to The Time Is Now to Help to 
help me. I can’t believe W.C. is really here.” I smiled at her and said, “How could I not come 
see you?  I hear you are having a tough time right now and your roommate told me you 
needed some help. Can we talk about how we can help make some of this better for you?” 
The woman looked down at her thin clasped hands and nodded her head yes. I could see she 
was now trying to hide her tears as well.  

After we spoke for almost an hour I had learned all about how the roommates had been just 
getting by for the last few years. After several health problems, and the recent fall that had 
broken her ankle, their budget had been stretched beyond its limits. The many years of just 
making ends meet did not allow them to have much of a savings, and the little they had 



managed to put aside had been wiped out in the first month of her illness. They would not be 
able to pay their rent or utilities without all of “Us” coming together to help. I told both 
women that we would be helping them pay both their overdue rent and utilities. The friend 
lying in bed looked like she was in shock. She finally said, “Are you really here? Is this for 
real?” I took her hand and squeezed it saying, “I am definitely here and this is for real.”  

After discussing her financial problems I asked her about her health. I told her now that 
“We” were there to help them she could use all her energy to just concentrate on getting 
better. She admitted she had been so worried and depressed about the overdue rent and 
possible eviction she had not been focusing on her own health. We talked about the 
importance of caring for herself and also letting go of the stress and worry. We prayed 
together for her to give the things she cannot control up to God. We also prayed for her to 
have the strength to fight this infection. I told her about our group of caring volunteers and 
how they could be there to help when she came home from the hospital. She confessed, 
“That is another thing I have been worrying about. I did not want to burden my roommate 
with caring for me.” The roommate said, “How can you even think of that? Of course I will 
be there to help you. You did the same for me when I had the flu last year.” They both were 
hugging then.  

After going over all the areas where we were going to help these two women they were both 
relieved. I even saw a few smiles from them before I left. When I said my goodbyes I 
received a hug from both the women as they said, “Tell all those good people from The Time 
Is Now to Help thank you from the bottom of our hearts. We will be forever grateful for what 
you have done for us.” I promised to give all of “You” the message. Together “We” paid 
their overdue rent and a month into the future. We also paid their utilities and provided 
several gift cards for food, toiletries and medications. Volunteers helped to make the 
transition home a smooth one and the friend has since learned to walk on the damaged ankle 
again. She is even back at work once more. Thank “You” for helping these kind, good 
hearted fellow Americans. They were truly in need of all of “Us”.  

Please remember every penny you donate at this time will be matched by the Barnabas 
$55,000 Matching Grant. This is a wonderful gift to help those in desperate need, especially 
during the harsh winter months. The children, the handicapped, the elderly, those that cannot 
fend for themselves, those living in desperate need will be crying happy tears of relief thanks 
to all of “You” and The Time Is Now to Help working together to provide poverty relief to 
those most in need in our communities. Thank you and God Bless you.   

Health & Happiness, God Bless Everyone, W.C./Sal 

Please Help: There are many coming to us in desperation. Our good fellow creations 
need our compassion. Together we make a big difference. Make checks payable to: The 
Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 1, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. The Time Is Now to Help is a 
federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and 
Illinois. You will receive a tax deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing how your 



donation provided assistance for the poverty stricken.      
 A Very Special Thank You: Fox Charities, Dick & Jean Honeyager, Richard H. 
Driehaus, Paul Ziegler, Kunes Country Ford-Lincoln Delavan, The Pentair Foundation, 
Unilock, Dean & Shirley Taylor, Martin Group, John Stensland & Family, Springfield Auto 
Sales, D & S Pest Control, Rita’s on Wells Street Salon, Elkhorn Chemical & Packaging, 
Corcoran Landscaping & Construction, Indigo Yoga, The Swanson & Monticello Family St. 
Nick Fund, Richard & Jane Roman, John & Marian McClellan, Ernest & Dorothy Winters, 
Marvin Hersko & Audrey Wunderlin-Hersko, Mark & Kim Berger, Carolyn May Essel, 
Delores Olson, David Altwies, Lauren Grady, Michael & Sally Anne Chier, Steve & Betty 
Thornton, Dr. Mark & Cynthia Brower & Family, Gerald Lins, Mary Ann Hettich, Larry 
Kulik, George & Lauretta Clettenberg, Virginia Seick, Michael & Kathe Beach, William 
Antti, John & Kathryn Swanson, Joyce Francis, Randall & Margaret Smith, W.C. Family 
Resource Center/Food Pantry volunteers, and all the God loving volunteers of all our caring 
pantries, ALL of you who support The Time Is Now to Help donation boxes, and the 
businesses that allow our donation boxes. Anyone who would like a Time Is Now donation 
box in your business, please call (262) 249-7000.        
 Honoraries: Al & Geri Hinton in honor of Pauline Malsch’s Birthday. Charles & 
Barbara Taylor in honor of Joyce Dougherty.      
 Memorials: Carla Matz in memory of Heidi Danner and Harry Bublitz. William & 
Pauline Mangold in memory of Richard Chase.      
 W.C. Food Pantry Update: The W.C. Food Pantry is moved to its new location: 205 
E. Commerce St., Elkhorn, WI. 53121. This is in the old Aurora Clinic building off of Hwy. 
67 just east of Interstate 43. Their phone number at their new location is (262) 723-4488. 
 Furniture Donations:  Please contact Love, Inc. for all your furniture, clothing and 
household item donations. Call (262) 763-2743 or (262) 763-6226 to schedule pick-up.  

   Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org       

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/

