
Dear W.C., 

Could you please help a friend of mine? She is going through a very tough time. She was 
diagnosed with Lyme disease after many tests and several doctors. Her fatigue, joint pain and 
brain fog make it impossible for her to work. She has applied for disability but is waiting on 
their decision. Until then she and her two children do not have the money for rent, utilities or 
food. I have helped as much as my limited income will allow. No one understood how 
serious her symptoms are. She was a waitress but can no longer handle the long hours on her 
feet. Her aunt lives out of state but has offered to help her with the children while she goes 
through treatment. Neither of them have the money to move or even get her out of her lease. 
Could you please help my friend? She is not getting better and seems to be getting worse 
every day.  

Dear Readers, 

I have several friends that have been struggling with Lyme disease for years and know what 
this disease is capable of. It can affect you in many different ways. It is sometimes difficult 
to treat and can cause problems for years if not your lifetime. We have helped several people 
struggling with Lyme disease through The Time Is Now to Help. Even my own dog has been 
diagnosed and treated for the disease in the past year. People of all ages are contracting 
Lyme disease and becoming disabled due to this illness.  

This single mother is in her late twenties. She didn’t hike or mountain bike, hunt or any of 
the typical outdoor activities that can make you more susceptible to contracting Lyme 
disease. She never even suspected that was the cause of her symptoms so she waited to see a 
doctor until she could no longer function while performing her daily routine.  

I called the friend to arrange a visit with the woman. The friend agreed to meet me at her 
friend’s apartment the following day. The friend said she had not told her she had written to 
The Time Is Now to Help on her behalf because her friend was very independent and didn’t 
like to ask for help.  

The next day I met the friend in the parking lot. After introductions she informed she had 
told her friend about me coming to talk to her. She said the woman had been hesitant at first 
but then she gave in. The mother had admitted she was worried about her children becoming 
homeless and that they did not have enough food to get through the week.  

We walked to the apartment together and I noticed the friend let herself in with a key. I asked 
her about this and she said, “She gave me this key a few weeks ago when she was too sick 
one day to let me in. I was so scared because her children were at school and I didn’t know 
what happened to her. She had to crawl to the door to let me in. Now I come over to check 
on her every day.”  I said to her, “She is very blessed to have a friend like you. So many 
people I help have no one.” The friend replied, “How sad it would be to be going through 
something like this and have no one to check on you or care. Thank God you are there to 
help those people.”  



We went into the dimly lit apartment. It was late morning but the blinds were closed. The 
friend called out her name when we entered and I heard a soft, “I’m in here.” I followed the 
friend in to find the mother lying on the couch covered in blankets. The mother said, “I’m so 
sorry you are seeing me like this. I just don’t have the energy to get up.” The mother told us 
how she had helped the children out the door to the school bus and had then collapsed on the 
couch. She said, “It took every ounce of strength I had to just get them ready for school. I 
will have to lay here until they come home so I can try and be a Mom again when they get 
home.” It was so sad to see the obvious struggle she was having with her Lyme disease. 

The friend handed her a glass of water and a sandwich she had brought. She told her, “I want 
you to eat this while we talk.” The friend helped the mother into a sitting position so she 
could eat. Then we all sat to talk.  

The mother told me about her two children, her ex-husband she hadn’t heard from in years 
that neglected to pay his child support and the job she had recently given up. She had not yet 
heard if her disability was approved. The Time Is Now to Help often has to provide our 
caring assistance during the time frame between job loss and the first disability check. The 
mother asked her friend if she would hand her the stack of mail on the counter and her check 
book. The mother showed me her overdue utilities, her late rent notices and her overdue car 
payment. We reviewed her expenses and income. She had gotten by for a few weeks on her 
small savings, now they had nothing left. She did not know where their food would come 
from. She did not have the energy to get to the food pantry. I provided the friend with several 
grocery store gift cards so she could do some shopping for the mother. The friend asked if 
she could buy food to cook and drop off. I encouraged her to do so. Just looking at the 
mother I could see our conversation was tiring her, I couldn’t imagine her having the energy 
to cook a meal.  

I asked about her plan to move to her mothers. The woman told me how her mother lived 
several hours away. She said, “My Mom wants to take care of me and the kids but she 
doesn’t have the money to help me move. Her car is not reliable enough to make the trip here 
and back. I don’t know how I would get this apartment packed and on a truck when I can 
barely walk to my door.” The friend said, “I will help you pack up your belongings. Don’t 
worry we will find a way.” I asked about her lease for her apartment. It did not expire for 
another three months. I told her I would talk to her landlord if she would like to sublet the 
apartment and move to her mothers. I could see the apartment was well cared for. The 
mother had done some painting and decorating when she had been healthy. Her rent was very 
reasonable and I knew of a family that desperately needed an apartment in the area. The 
woman was very happy to hear this but then asked, “But how will I get all this stuff moved?” 
I then told her about our group of volunteers that would love to help her with this task. She 
looked skeptical. “You mean to tell me there are people that would volunteer to pack my 
apartment?” she asked. I told her there were.  

I asked to speak with her mother as I wanted to make sure this arrangement would work for 
her too. The woman gave me her phone number and I called her right then. There was no use 
going any further with coordinating volunteers, subletting her apartment and getting a 



moving truck if the mother was not able or willing to have her move in. The mother asked 
twice who I was and when I explained she said, “I didn’t know there was anyone like you 
that could help.” I gave her information about all we do and then approached the subject of 
her daughter moving in. The mother said, “I have been doing nothing but worrying about 
them and thinking about getting them here to care for. I am retired and have the time to take 
care of her. What I don’t have is the money to get her here. My car is very old and will not 
make the trip. I still live in the house she grew up in and there is plenty of room for her and 
the children. I have even gotten all the information on transferring the children into the 
schools here.” I could see she was definitely on board with us getting the daughter and 
grandchildren moved in. I said, “How would you feel if we got everything set up to move 
your daughter next week? Would you be ready for them?” I heard her voice catch as she said, 
“If you could do that for them I could be ready tomorrow.” 

After speaking to the landlord, bringing her rent up to date, paying her overdue utilities and 
getting the sublet arranged the volunteers stepped in. The friend had almost everything 
packed by the time they arrived. In that time the friend also did all the grocery shopping and 
cooking, delivering hot meals every day and even helping get the children to the school bus 
in the morning. The woman did not have to do anything other than rest up for her move. The 
woman’s mother took care of school transfers and even finding new medical care. The Time 
Is Now to Help and all of “You” together made this even possible.  

Before we knew it moving day was here. I arrived to find a small trailer loaded with the few 
belongings worth moving. When the mother had heard the people subletting her apartment 
were presently homeless and living in a motel she had generously given some of her 
furniture and household necessities to them. She said, “I am not the only person sick and 
struggling right now. There are many people you could be helping other than me and my 
children. I am so grateful for everything you have done to help us. I don’t know how we 
would have survived if you did not come to our aid. The least I can do is pay some of it 
forward.” I thanked her and helped her walk to the car. Her friend was following with her car 
and a volunteer had offered to drive the trailer to her mothers. I gave the mother and the two 
children a hug good bye. The mother, children, the volunteer, friend and I all joined hands 
and said a prayer for safe travels and health. One more hug and they were on their way.  

I heard from the woman’s mother several weeks later. The woman’s disability had finally 
been approved. This would help with the household expenses and food. They were doing 
much better with the mothers help. The woman was seeing a different doctor with a new plan 
of treatment. The children were enrolled in their new school and had told their grandmother 
how much they loved it. The mother said, “Please tell everyone at The Time Is Now to Help 
how grateful I am for their help. We could never have done this without you. My daughter 
was so weak when she got here. I don’t know how she was even caring for the children on 
her own. Thank God you were there. I am so very grateful…” I could hear she was crying. I 
have seen and heard many tears of gratitude from our fellow creations over the years. It still 
brings tears to my own eyes knowing how we have made such a positive change in people’s 
lives. It is a feeling I would like to share with every one of “You”.  “We” truly are a village 



of caring and sharing individuals that come together to make The Time Is Now to Help. 
Thank you for your part in making our charity works a success.   

We have nearly matched the Barnabas $55,000 Matching Grant. Thank you for your 
generous support. Please remember every dollar you donate at this time will be matched by 
the Barnabas $55,000 Matching Grant, not only doubling your donation but also doubling 
your poverty assistance. The children, the handicapped, the elderly, those that cannot fend 
for themselves, those living in desperate need will be crying happy tears of relief thanks to 
all of “You” and The Time Is Now to Help working together to provide poverty relief to 
those most in need in our communities. Thank you and God Bless you.   

Health & Happiness, God Bless Everyone, W.C./Sal 

Please Help: There are many coming to us in desperation. Our good fellow creations 
need our compassion. Together we make a big difference. Make checks payable to: The 
Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 1, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. The Time Is Now to Help is a 
federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and 
Illinois. You will receive a tax deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing how your 
donation provided assistance for the poverty stricken.      
 A Very Special Thank You: Fox Charities, Dick & Jean Honeyager, Richard H. 
Driehaus, Paul Ziegler, Kunes Country Ford-Lincoln Delavan, Dr. Thomas J. Schuetz, The 
Petco Foundation, Lake Geneva Petco, Community Foundation of Southern Wisconsin, 
Grunow Family Fund, Martin Group, John Stensland & Family, ITW Foundation, Elkhorn 
Chemical & Packaging, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schuberth, Mark & Julia Kiehl, Tauscher 
Family, Barbara Spiegelhoff, Milton & Carol Ann Ancevic, John Race, Barbara Kufalk, 
Steven & Sandra Chinn, Claudia Siesennop, Julie Ann Muth, Robert Ribordy, Sid & Patty 
Johnson, George & Lauretta Clettenberg, Joseph & Barbara Moos, Wayne & Beverly 
Hilbelink, Gerald & Marilyn Wilkin, Leland & Linda Swenson, Randall & Margaret Smith, 
Peter & Debbi Kroening, Gregory Swanson, Mary Ann Kopp, R. Steven Werner, William 
Davit, Richard & Christine Costa, Marlee Carlson, Alex Dahlstrom, Karin Collamore, 
Margaret Guidarelli, Debra Guzman, Jennifer Cernech, Sherri Loback, Jean Lois,W.C. 
Family Resource Center/Food Pantry volunteers, and all the God loving volunteers of all our 
caring pantries, ALL of you who support The Time Is Now to Help donation boxes, and the 
businesses that allow our donation boxes. Anyone who would like a Time Is Now donation 
box in your business, please call (262) 249-7000.       
 Honoraries: Barbara Giovannoni in honor of Pauline Malsch's Birthday & Les & 
Pauline Malsch's Anniversary. Charles & Barbara Taylor in honor of Joyce Dougherty.  
 Memorials: Carla Matz in memory of Heidi Danner and Harry Bublitz.   
 W.C. Food Pantry: The W.C. Food Pantry is located at: 205 E. Commerce St., 
Elkhorn, WI. 53121. This is in the old Aurora Clinic building off of Hwy. 67 just east of 
Interstate 43. Their phone number is (262) 723-4488.    



 Furniture Donations:  Please contact Love, Inc. for all your furniture, clothing and 
household item donations. Call (262) 763-2743 or (262) 763-6226 to schedule pick-up.  

   Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org       

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/

