
Dear W.C., 

My husband and I have been trying to get by for the last few months. My husband fell on the 
ice and his injuries have kept him from returning to work. He is still going to physical 
therapy and his doctors have not cleared him for work yet. I missed a lot of work caring for 
him when this first happened four months ago. Now we are having a hard time catching up 
on all our bills on top of the medical bills we are receiving. We heard from a friend about 
The Time Is Now to Help and wondered if you would be able to help us. Once my husband is 
recovered he will return to work.  

Dear Readers, 

So many of the letters we receive requesting assistance are due to medical emergencies, 
chronic illnesses and life threatening diseases. Even with the changes to our health care 
system they continue to put our fellow Americans in financial despair. Many people are 
affected due to the loss in work hours and expensive co pays. Most have to wait so long for 
their disability to be approved that they suffer financial hardship in addition to their medical 
hardship. I have had many people tell me it can be a full time job just filling out the 
paperwork and making the endless phone calls for approvals. The husband and wife that 
wrote this letter requesting our help were in the midst of this process. We also received a 
phone call from their church and a neighbor telling us about the husband’s accident, their 
struggle and that they are good hard working people.  

I called the wife to set up a time I could meet with her and the husband together. After we 
discussed her work schedule we set up a time the following evening. She ended the phone 
call with, “I can’t believe you called us. We have been so stressed out over the position we 
are in and my husband’s health. We just received an eviction notice and the doctor just told 
my husband he can’t return to work for another three weeks. You are just in time.” I said to 
her, “Well that is why our name is The Time is Now to Help.”  

The next evening I arrived at their apartment. The door was answered by a woman that 
looked to be in her forties. After showing my identification she invited me inside. Her 
husband limped over to shake my hand. I told him not to get up but he said, “No, no the 
doctor wants me up and moving a little bit.” They gave me a short tour of the apartment and 
then we sat to talk.  

After a brief conversation about the apartment we got right to work talking about what had 
brought them to the point of needing our assistance. The husband told me about his job as a 
roofer. It was very physical and dangerous if you were not quick on your feet and agile. 
Obviously the husband was not ready to return to that occupation. I asked about his fall and 
his injuries. He had suffered a herniated disc in his spine. He still suffered with a lot of pain, 
numbness and stumbled when he walked. They showed me the many medical bills and the 
doctor’s reports. The wife said, “We really think this started at work before he even fell. He 
has been lifting heavy stuff at work for years. They would not accept this though due to his 
fall happening when he was off work.” The wife showed me the pile of paperwork they had 
been submitting for disability and compensation. It had been declined twice already and she 



had just submitted another application. The husband said, “My wife works all day doing 
house cleaning and then she comes home to care for me and clean our own apartment. Then 
we work on paperwork all night long. This has been an awful experience. For years I made 
ignorant comments about lazy welfare people not getting a job. Now I think those comments 
have come back to haunt me as I can see for myself how terrible it is to be in this position. I 
have learned a lot from what we are going through.” I told them both, “Most people do not 
know what it is like to be struggling to get by while living with a disability or illness. I see it 
every day and I share the stories of what I see in my newspaper column. But many people are 
still unaware of the plight of good people in need.”  

We went over their outstanding bills, eviction notice and present needs. The wife’s paycheck 
was not enough to keep up with all the expenses. They had many medical bills but as a rule 
The Time Is Now to Help does not pay medical bills. We do pay overdue rent, utilities and 
provide food and household necessities where needed. I could see they both were good 
fellow Americans that had fallen on hard times. I contacted the landlord and let her know we 
would be paying their overdue rent and the next months as well. They agreed to stop the 
eviction process. We also provided gift cards for groceries and household necessities. The 
wife looked embarrassed by this and I asked her if she was okay. She tearfully answered me, 
“I too had shared some of my husband’s feelings about people that don’t work and took what 
I thought were handouts. I have worked my whole life as a housekeeper and was proud we 
could support ourselves. Now I too know how it feels to be in need and feel so out of control. 
I am so sorry for not understanding when other people were suffering like we are.”  

I told them I would keep in touch over the next month to see how they were progressing.  As 
promised I called the husband each week to get a progress report. And with each passing 
week their lives improved. The husband had finally been approved for disability. A few 
weeks later the doctor approved the husband to return to work with restrictions. The husband 
had called his employer and he had been happy to hire him back to do roofing quotes and 
sales. The husband was very knowledgeable about roofs and roofing materials so this would 
be a perfect solution for his restricted employment.  

Several weeks later I spoke with the husband again and he shared with me how happy he was 
to be at work again. He was very thankful for The Time Is Now to Help being there when he 
and his wife were going through a very scary and stressful time. By all of “Us” coming 
together and preventing their eviction we allowed this couple to recover much quicker, from 
the warmth of their apartment versus struggling to catch up while homeless. The husband 
also added, “I will never make comments again about other people. My wife and I will be the 
ones bringing food to food drives and volunteering when we can.”  

We are getting close to matching the Barnabas $55,000 Matching Grant. Thank you for your 
generous support. Let us continue together to make this matching grant a success for those in 
desperate need. Please remember every dollar you donate at this time will be matched by the 
Barnabas $55,000 Matching Grant, not only doubling your donation but also doubling your 
poverty assistance. The children, the handicapped, the elderly, those that cannot fend for 
themselves, those living in desperate need will be crying happy tears of relief thanks to all of 



“You” and The Time Is Now to Help working together to provide poverty relief to those 
most in need in our communities. Thank you and God Bless you.   

Health & Happiness, God Bless Everyone, W.C./Sal 

Please Help: There are many coming to us in desperation. Our good fellow creations 
need our compassion. Together we make a big difference. Make checks payable to: The 
Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 1, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. The Time Is Now to Help is a 
federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and 
Illinois. You will receive a tax deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing how your 
donation provided assistance for the poverty stricken.      
 A Very Special Thank You: Fox Charities, Dick & Jean Honeyager, Richard H. 
Driehaus, Paul Ziegler, Bess Spiva Timmons Foundation, Dr. Thomas J. Schuetz, The 
Rhoades Foundation, Community Foundation of Southern Wisconsin, Grunow Family Fund, 
Martin Group, John Stensland & Family, Interstate Insurance Group, Edward & Colleen 
Lesniak, Marilyn Busa,  Mark & Julia Kiehl, Rita’s Wells Street Salon, Lakeland Trash 
Service, David & Marty Altwies, Christ Lutheran Church, Julie Ann Muth, Michael & Sally 
Anne Chier, Adam & Cheryl Kenth, Lee & Betty Hayles, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schuberth, 
Donald & Mildred Carl, Nancy Runkle, John & Candice Sloan, Ernest & Dorothy Winters, 
Elkhorn Chemical & Packaging, Eugene & Barbara Bielinski, Dan & Regina Mehring, 
Friends Group, Donald Lightfield, Barbara Kufalk, Ruby Recknagel, Jerome & Susan Kuta, 
Leon & Lou Jane Koldeway, June Davidsen, W.C. Family Resource Center/Food Pantry 
volunteers, and all the God loving volunteers of all our caring pantries, ALL of you who 
support The Time Is Now to Help donation boxes, and the businesses that allow our donation 
boxes. Anyone who would like a Time Is Now donation box in your business, please call 
(262) 249-7000.          
 Memorials: The Hollmann-Nordhaus family in loving memory of Vicki L. Swartz. 
Edward & Anna Cygan in memory of Joel Powiatowski. Ronald & Carolyn Bloch in 
memory of Uncle Stanley Johnson.        
 W.C. Food Pantry: The W.C. Food Pantry is located at: 205 E. Commerce St., 
Elkhorn, WI. 53121. This is in the old Aurora Clinic building off of Hwy. 67 just east of 
Interstate 43. Their phone number is (262) 723-4488.    
 Furniture Donations:  Please contact Love, Inc. for all your furniture, clothing and 
household item donations. Call (262) 763-2743 or (262) 763-6226 to schedule pick-up.  

   Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org       

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/

