
There is good news to share this week. We have met the Fox Charities Spring 2015 $10,000 
Matching Grant. We also are nearly done distributing these matching grant funds to those 
most in need in our communities. Thank you again for your generosity and support of our 
mission to remove the pains of poverty. Fox Charities and all of “You” make all our good 
works possible. We could not do these works without “You”.  

We have even more good news. The Summertime Foundation has come to us offering a 
Summertime Foundation $10,000 Matching Grant to begin immediately. We continue 
counting our blessings this year as we are now on our fifth matching grant in 2015. How 
wonderful is that? With all the negative news in the press and the many hardships we witness 
everyday at The Time Is Now to Help it feels good to celebrate our blessings. One of those 
blessings is the generosity of our wonderful donors. What this means is poverty relief for the 
elderly, the children and the handicapped. Thank you, thank you, thank you. We cannot 
express our gratitude enough.  

Dear W.C., 

I am writing to see if you can help my friend. She has worked very hard over the past four 
years in continuing her education. She just received her R.N. and was about to embark on her 
nursing career full-time when she became ill. At first she thought she had the flu but it did 
not go away. After seeing three doctors over the past six months they found out she has 
Lupus. She has begun treatment but is still so fatigued she can hardly stand. I can’t believe 
she is going through this nightmare. She has two young children that I have been helping her 
care for. When she was in school I would pick them up from daycare and sometimes drop 
them off at school in the morning when she had early classes or was at work. Now I am 
watching them because she is too sick and tired to care for them. They are good kids and I 
don’t mind watching them. My friend confessed to me she was unable to pay her rent or her 
car payment for the past two months. She said she had to feed her children and put gas in the 
car for her many trips to the doctor. She has no income other than the amount she receives in 
child support. I feel so bad for her but I am not able to help her financially. I am a single 
mother myself and just making ends meet. The best I can do is help her with the kids, share 
some hot meals and try to help her with some of her housework. She tells me how much this 
means to her but I don’t feel like I am doing enough. She is such a good person, a great Mom 
and always wanting to help others. This is why she always wanted to be a nurse. Is there any 
way The Time Is Now to Help can help her?  

Dear Readers, 

We have provided assistance for several young women struggling with Lupus in the past 
year. It affects people in many different ways, some seem to be mild cases and some are 
quite extreme. It can flare up and go into remission, but never goes away completely. This 
woman sounded like she was suffering a flare up that was very debilitating. I called the 
friend to set up a time to visit. 

With the woman’s consent the friend set up a time to meet me at her apartment. I have heard 
from other sufferers of Lupus that it makes you so tired it feels like it is too much effort to 



even blink. I knew the woman would need her friend there for a home check. I told the friend 
I would be having some food delivered and she told me about the woman’s food allergies. 
Food allergies also seem to be an ever increasing problem. After carefully choosing the food 
the woman could eat I arranged for a volunteer to pick up the food and have it delivered to 
the apartment while I was there for my visit.  

It is never easy to see anyone of any age struggling with illness but it is especially difficult to 
see a young person so sick. This mother was pale and weak lying on the couch. I always 
remain positive and try my best to not show any discomfort over peoples appearances but it 
is hard to retain that composure when you witness pain and suffering for any of our fellow 
creations. “We” are there to provide relief for the suffering of poverty and financial distress. 
That is our mission and that is what I accomplish with my home visits.  

The mother opened her eyes briefly while meeting me but I watched as she seemed to not be 
able to even keep her eyes open long enough for our conversation. The woman tried 
apologizing, saying, “I am so sorry. I am so tired all the time…” She couldn’t even finish her 
sentence. I reassured her I understood and that we have had clients in the past going through 
the same ordeal she was enduring. She opened her eyes again when I said this, whispering, 
“You have?” before closing them again. I told her how we had recently helped another single 
mother that was bedridden with Lupus. I shared how once The Time Is Now to Help had 
relieved the stress and worry of her financial situation her flare up had seemed to go into 
remission. This again caused the woman to open her eyes for a few seconds as she 
acknowledged what I was telling her. I was trying to impart in her a sense of hope that her 
future would not be just spent lying on the couch. She could still live out her life with Lupus 
but it would just take a change in how she did it.  

Before she went to sleep again I asked if it was alright to look around her apartment and if 
she had any bills she wanted to go over. She told me to go ahead and look around, again 
apologizing for not showing me around and any mess I may see. She told her friend where to 
find her stack of bills and asked if she could get them. We both told her to not worry about 
the apartment, which was very neat anyway thanks to the friends help. So many people 
apologize about their personal or home appearance when I make a home visit. Since I usually 
make these unannounced and I am not there for a social visit I do not expect things to be 
spotless anyway.  

The friend showed me around the small apartment. I asked about the children, they were six 
and eight, as I looked at the room they shared. Their room was neat; they had even made 
their beds. The friend told me how well behaved the children were and how they tried so 
hard to help their Mom, including keeping their room clean. They were out with their father 
at the time of my visit. I asked the friend about the woman and children’s relationship with 
her ex-husband. The friend said they actually had a good relationship and he saw the children 
regularly. They communicated often and he had stepped up to help more now that he knew 
the woman was sick.  

We moved on to the kitchen where I looked through empty cabinets and an emptier 
refrigerator. The friend told me how the woman had been feeling sicker and sicker for 



months. She had thought it was her allergies, and then thought it was a flu that wouldn’t go 
away. Then she started getting headaches and joint pain. The fatigue is what finally made her 
give up her job. She had applied for disability but still had not been approved. She had no 
income other than the child support that was not enough to cover all their expenses. She had 
just been approved for the food share program so that would help her food insecurity going 
forward. For now I was happy to hear our volunteer knocking on the door with the food I had 
previously ordered. Once we brought the food in the friend helped the woman sit up with a 
tray at the couch. She was so weak. I watched as the friend helped to make sure she ate 
enough before she asked for help to the bathroom and back to the couch. I could see my visit 
was tiring her out even more so I told her I would visit again soon. She was asleep again 
before I left.  

When I returned to my office I went through all my notes on the overdue bills and her 
finances. I saw she lived very frugally even before her diagnosis. She had taken just a few 
classes at a time to finally achieve her goal of being a Registered Nurse, but that goal for 
now would have to be on hold. When I drew up a budget for the woman I saw there was a 
few areas she could save that would help her going forward, only if she was approved for 
disability. My goal was for The Time Is Now to Help was to be a bridge to her new financial 
independence. In order to do this I saw she would need to eliminate her car payment and 
need a few months rent assistance. We also would bring her utilities up to date and pay some 
into the future to provide a safety net.  

While looking at her car payment book I realized she only had five more payments on her 
car. When I was leaving I had looked at her car that her friend had pointed out to me. 
Knowing the importance of reliable transportation for her medical care, she was in the care 
of a rheumatologist in Milwaukee, her car would be very important. After evaluating the car 
I could see it was in very good shape, low miles and definitely worth the cost of paying off 
the car loan vs. selling the car or losing it due to nonpayment. Paying off the car loan would 
also ease her budget allowing more funds for rent and utilities. With the financial assistance 
provided by all of “Us” this woman and her children could get by once her disability began. 
For now “We” would provide this assistance to ease the stress of her financial situation and 
remove the risk of eviction, utility disconnection and car repossession. “We” could not cure 
her of this terrible disease but “We” could ease the pains and stress of her situation 
considerably.  

I arranged the next visit with her friend for the following day. At this visit I brought all the 
checks she would need to pay her overdue rent, car payments in full and utilities. The mother 
was awake when I arrived so I explained how The Time Is Now to Help worked. She still 
had her eyes closed but nodded her head and even smiled when I told her about how all of 
“You” made our assistance possible. Before lying down once more she said, “I am so 
grateful to all of you. You have saved my children and I. God Bless all of you.” I share that 
blessing with all of “You” because “You” are what make all our good works possible.  

I told the friend to keep in touch with us. Two months later the friend contacted me to give 
me the good news that the woman’s assistance had finally been approved. She would be able 
to survive going forward. Her friend also informed me that every day the woman would 



comment how it felt like a dream that The Time Is Now to Help had helped her and her 
children. The friend also commented how every day she saw the woman’s smile grow bigger 
and bigger and her symptoms improve. They both felt it was due to the stress of her situation 
being removed. She was even able to sit up and walk now and spend valuable time with her 
children. The friend told me how they both pray together every day that her Lupus was going 
into remission. Our help had been the bridge she needed to get where she could get by 
financially. I do not know what the future holds for this mother and children. Lupus can 
come and go and can affect you in many different ways. She may finally be able to fulfill her 
dream of being an R.N. as I see miracles happen every day. I have faith that this is possible.  

Don’t forget about the new Summertime Foundation $10,000 Matching Grant. Your 
generosity in donating to this matching grant is what will make The Time Is Now to Help 
able to continue our Caring and Sharing, feeding the hungry, providing shelter, clothing, 
toiletries, household necessities, helping with utilities for those that would go without gas 
and electric and providing desperately needed transportation assistance. Thank “You” and 
God Bless “You” for helping.  

Health & Happiness, God Bless Everyone, W.C./Sal 

Please Help: There are many coming to us in desperation. Our good fellow creations 
need our compassion. Together we make a big difference. Make checks payable to: The 
Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 1, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. The Time Is Now to Help is a 
federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and 
Illinois. You will receive a tax deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing how your 
donation provided assistance for the poverty stricken.      
 A Very Special Thank You: Paul Ziegler, Barnabas Matching Grant, Fox Charities, 
Dick & Jean Honeyager, The Petco Foundation, Lake Geneva Petco, Martin Group, John 
Stensland & Family, Gregory Swanson, Big Foot Country Club Lady Golfers, East Troy 
Lioness Club, Carol Hanke, Kim Olsen, William Davit, Douglas Thorp, Ted Bluey, Margaret 
Guidarelli, Gale Baccetti, Jim McCauley, Marlee Carlson, Richard & Christine Costa, Alex 
Dahlstrom, Cheryl Farrar, the Marshall Wedding, Michael Glass, Robert & Patricia Davis, 
Barbara Kufalk, Milton & Carol Ann Ancevic, Joseph & Barbara Lawatsch, Judy Everson, 
Ernest & Dorothy Winters, Peter & Debbi Kroening, Sid & Patty Johnson, Joan Marabito 
Rietz, Peterson Drywall, Steve & Betty Thornton, Gerald & Joyce Byers, Stephen & Julie 
Ahlgren, Donald & Emily Henderson, Dale & Gail Folkers, Lauren Grady, W.C. Family 
Resource Center/Food Pantry volunteers, and all the God loving volunteers of all our caring 
pantries, ALL of you who support The Time Is Now to Help donation boxes, and the 
businesses that allow our & donation boxes. Anyone who would like a Time Is Now 
donation box in your business, please call (262) 249-7000.      
 Memorials: The following donations were given in memory of Marty Hansen: 
William Ligare, Pamela McCallum, Dan Andresen, Connie Markwald, Chad B, Peck & Weis 
Heating & Cooling, Daneen Stotko, Cathy Koch and Mark Sesselman.     



 Charles & Nancy Castelein in memory of Jack Hilderbrand. Richard & Elizabeth 
Czaja in memory of Lariane (Pinky) Klemke a very dear friend that will never be forgotten. 
 W.C. Food Pantry: The W.C. Food Pantry is located at: 205 E. Commerce St., 
Elkhorn, WI. 53121. This is in the old Aurora Clinic building off of Hwy. 67 just east of 
Interstate 43. Their phone number is (262) 723-4488.      
    Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org       

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/

