
As we go about the day to day running of our charity The Time Is Now to Help we often get 
so caught up in the tasks at hand, providing the immediate needs of one of our fellow 
creations suffering in poverty, the entering of donations, writing and mailing thank you 
notes, applying for grants, all our state and federal requirements to maintain our 501c3 status, 
we often forget the big picture. Our impact on our communities is not something we 
contemplate on a regular basis. When we took a moment this week to actually look at the 
numbers, to review the assistance we have provided this year to date, we were able to truly 
appreciate the impact our generous Matching Grant donors and all of “You” are having on 
our organization and the people we help. Due to this we thought it is something that we 
should reflect on this week in our column. We thought it appropriate to share with “You” 
how these funds have been helping to ease the desperate pains of poverty. After all it is 
“You” that has made these matching grants a success.  

We are nearly half way to our goal of $61,000 in matching funds for the current Barnabas 
Matching Grant. While we patiently wait for the donations to match this grant 100% we are 
continuing our work with the funds already donated. Sal and his team of volunteers have 
been busy providing assistance to many senior citizens, children, working poor families, 
single mothers, the handicapped and veterans in our communities. Over 300 of our neighbors 
in need have been helped since we began this matching grant on July 21, 2015. That is 300 
people that will not have to suffer through eviction, utility disconnection, lack of 
transportation resulting in job loss, lack of basic necessities, toiletries and food. Thinking of 
these 300 people I cannot think of one of them that I could envision living in desperate 
poverty. If I had to pick and choose which one of the children or senior citizens helped could 
have survived just fine without our assistance I can’t think of any. It would break my heart to 
have had to tell these people, “Sorry but we cannot help you right now. Do you think you can 
wait until next month when we have more donations? Do you think you can live without 
your electric for a few more weeks or wait until after your eviction to receive help?” Thanks 
to all of “You” I did not have to say those words. “We together” were able to lift these fellow 
creations up and out of their despair of living in poverty.  

Just this past week we have been able to help a single mother who was struggling after her 
teenage son was in the hospital for over three months with a life threatening illness. She 
received much needed utility and rent assistance. We also helped a senior citizen with 
household repairs and volunteer assistance with food shopping and taking her pet to the 
veterinarian. We then helped another single mother with car repairs and gas. A disabled vet 
was provided with rent assistance, food and household necessities. A working poor family 
was given help with gas, food and toiletries. We repaired several cars this week, including 
new tires for a woman driving her car on a donut tire, and a handicap accessible van was 
restored to good running order for a disabled woman. A large truck with room for several 
wheelchairs and walkers was purchased for a family with handicapped children. Thank you 
to Gregg Kunes and Kunes Country Ford Lincoln of Delavan for their generous help with the 
purchase of this vehicle.  

We also provided emergency housing for two families as they were evicted and living in 
cars. Can you imagine the fear and distress of living in a car at any age, much less as a senior 
citizen or a child? This is a reality for people in our community. So many people walk 



around our beautiful communities and ask themselves, “How can poverty be here?” Poverty 
can be in any community. It does not discriminate due to age, religion, location or race. It 
causes pain and suffering to all it touches. It happens behind closed doors and in every 
neighborhood. Thanks to all of “You” we are removing those pains every day. We are 
erasing the suffering and returning smiles to the faces of scared, hungry children. Thanks to 
all of “You” and the Barnabas donors we will be doing this for many more people this 
coming year.  

As I write this column I am looking upon a stack of requests waiting for their turn to be 
touched by the generosity of the Barnabas donors and all of “You”. We will enter their 
homes and change their lives forever. Some of the comments in recent letters are: 

I am a young woman with kidney disease. It is so hard both working and managing my 
health. I have a young daughter that I need to provide for. I am behind in my car payment 
and rent due to a recent set back in my health that kept me from work for a few weeks… 

My utilities are about to be disconnected. I have two children that both have asthma and 
severe allergies. I cannot be without electricity to run our air purifiers and air-conditioning. I 
lost my job due to the many times I had to take my children to the emergency room. I have 
since gotten another job but can’t seem to catch up on our bills… 

I know a senior citizen that is really struggling to get by. She lives very frugally on her small 
social security. She had money stolen from her by her grandson, even though he denies it. He 
uses drugs and has taken stuff from her in the past. She now does not have money to pay her 
rent and utilities. I know she is not eating much other than what I can afford to drop off… 

These are just a few of the requests waiting for our assistance. We continue to receive more 
and more every day. Presently we need your help in making this matching grant a success. 
Once we have met the Barnabas Matching Grant we will quickly use these funds to help as 
many as we can that are waiting for our assistance right now. We will ease suffering where 
we can and remove the pains of poverty the way we do best. Please think of those living in 
poverty waiting for our help and remember every dollar you donate will be matched by the 
Barnabas $61,000 Matching Grant.  

Hopefully soon we can share with all of you the good news that we have successfully 
matched the Barnabas $61,000 Matching Grant. We can’t wait to see the final results of the 
assistance provided by this matching grant. It will be huge. It will be life changing. It will be 
thanks to all of “You”. Think how many of our fellow creations will have the pains of 
poverty removed thanks to all of “You” and the Barnabas matching grant donors. Thank 
“You” and God Bless “You” for helping.  

Health & Happiness, God Bless Everyone, W.C./Sal 

Please Help: There are many coming to us in desperation. Our good fellow creations 
need our compassion. Together we make a big difference. Make checks payable to: The 
Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 1, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. The Time Is Now to Help is a 



federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and 
Illinois. You will receive a tax deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing how your 
donation provided assistance for the poverty stricken.      
 A Very Special Thank You: Barnabas Matching Grant, The Summertime 
Foundation, Fox Charities, The Clarence & Marilyn Schawk Family Foundation, Martin 
Business, James & Lynne Newman Foundation, The Petco Foundation, Lake Geneva Petco,  
Paul Ziegler, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schuberth, Martin & Margaret Dentin, Mary Olson, Rita’s 
Wells Street Salon, Michael Glass, William Antti, Carolyn May Essel, Elkhorn Chemical & 
Packaging, Yvonne Mol, Vito & Betty Licari, Geri Hinton, Sidney & Patty Johnson, Janet 
Konkel, Richard Geaslen, Maureen & Gordon Wendt, George & Lauretta Clettenberg, Ernest 
& Dorothy Winters, David & Marty Altwies, Karin Collamore, JT Marty, Mike & Kim 
Olsen, Alex Dahlstrom, Michael Newman, Margaret Guidarelli, William Davit, and ALL of 
you who support The Time Is Now to Help donation boxes, and the businesses that allow our 
& donation boxes. Anyone who would like a Time Is Now donation box in your business, 
please call (262) 249-7000.          
 Memorials: Dorothy Bever and family in loving memory of John Bever. Ron & 
Carolyn Bloch in memory of their Grandson to Be.      
 W.C. Food Pantry: The W.C. Food Pantry is located at: 205 E. Commerce St., 
Elkhorn, WI. 53121. This is in the old Aurora Clinic building off of Hwy. 67 just east of 
Interstate 43. Their phone number is (262) 723-4488.      
    Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org       

 

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/

