
Thanksgiving and the upcoming holiday season always make me reflect on what I am most 
grateful for in my life. No matter what stage of life you are in, there are always ups and 
downs. Some years are better than others, some days are better than others. The same is true 
for all of “You” and those we bring our assistance to.  

This past year has again been a busy one with an increase in requests and trying to keep up 
with the needs of the poverty stricken in our communities. As we look over the past year of 
assistance there is much to be thankful for.  

We began the year with the blessing of several matching grant opportunities. These matching 
grants made an enormous difference in our winter fundraising as this typically is our slow 
time of the year for donations. After the holidays donations may slow but the requests for 
those suffering in poverty are even greater. The cold winter months bring an increased need 
for emergency shelter, utilities and transportation assistance. A huge thank you to this year’s 
matching grant donors: Fox Charities, The Barnabas donors, Paul Ziegler, Richard H. 
Driehaus and The Summertime Foundation. Their matching grant funds, matched by all of 
“Your” generous donations, have been instrumental in the assistance we have provided this 
past year.  

Several of our clients served this past year stand out in our memory and in our hearts. We 
began the year by receiving a request for assistance for a widowed senior woman living in a 
dilapidated home. The woman was in her eighties and still living in the home built by her 
parents many years ago. There had been no updates or repairs in years. The senior woman 
was nearly blind and in need of our caring assistance. We provided volunteers to get her to 
her medical appointments that improved not only her vision but also her ability to continue to 
live independently. After several visits the senior woman shared with me the many hardships 
she had endured throughout her life. Both her children had died in years past from accidents 
and illness so she had no one else in her life other than her pet. We made sure her pet was 
seen by a vet and given necessary medical attention. We helped her pay her overdue electric 
bill and installed new, safe appliances. Her old appliances were not even working so she did 
not have a stove or a refrigerator. We filled her propane tank. We removed the terrible dental 
pain she was living with by having a volunteer take her to a dentist. The volunteer waited 
through several appointments and made sure she was comfortable when she returned home. 
We and volunteers continue to communicate with this senior woman as we do not want her 
to fall into her lonely reclusive life again. This senior is one of our blessings this year as we 
watched her life turn from the pain, loneliness and fear of poverty to one of renewed smiles 
and happiness. Thanks to all of “You” and The Time Is Now to Help working together the 
blessing of turning lives from the pains of poverty into smiles of happiness happened often 
this year.  

Another client that stands out in our hearts is a young boy that continues to fight his battle 
with cancer. We pray for him daily and ask you to keep him in your prayers. His mother and 
sibling are so thankful for our assistance in keeping them in their apartment and providing 
car repairs so they can continue to be with this young boy while he lives in the hospital for 
several more months. We continue to communicate with this mother as she comforts her 
young son. We have made it possible for her to be there for him as he faces each painful 



treatment. “You” have made it possible for us to be there to provide the helping hand they 
need. We are counting “You” as one of our biggest blessings this year because “You” made 
this boy’s fight for his life a little less painful and stressful for his family that is supporting 
him every step of the way.  

We always seem to encounter people that rise above their handicap or disability. Their 
strength and courage amaze us every day. They are a blessing to all of us and have taught us 
so much about living with disabilities and life’s challenges. When I feel upset over 
something that is out of my hands or the lack of time to complete all I would like to 
accomplish in a day, all I have to do is think of my friends that face challenges far beyond 
my petty daily list. I have learned from watching our many fellow creations that live with 
challenges far beyond anything I encounter. One of the people that stand out this year is a 
young woman that struggles due to surgery she had to remove a brain tumor. The surgery 
and the brain tumor both changed her life from a normal college age woman to one that 
needs around the clock medical care. We originally met this remarkable young woman 
several years ago at a high school event before she discovered she had a brain tumor. This 
year we helped her move close to her family and friends. We helped with rent, we provided a 
hospital bed, some accessible furniture, a refrigerator with an icemaker (this was medically 
required for her condition), toiletries and food. This young woman continues to live with her 
challenges with a smile on her face thanks to all of “You”. We count this young woman as 
one of our blessings this year as we feel blessed to have been able to be there to ease her 
poverty and make life easier for her challenging disabilities.  

We received many referrals this year from other organization, schools, churches and social 
services. We are thankful for their watchful eyes and concerned hearts. A single mother that 
was in the hospital for several months was thankful to have our assistance when we provided 
the help needed to get her children back in her care and provide them safe shelter. Together 
we provided them with the stable shelter needed to return the children and help the mother to 
continue to heal.  

These are just a few of the hundreds of people helped so far this year by The Time is Now to 
Help. We have a large stack of requests we are working through daily. There is much work 
that goes into each situation of assistance. Please remember The Time Is Now to Help 
utilizes every penny of your donation to provide assistance to the poverty stricken. We are a 
small organization that strives to achieve huge change. This change may come in the form of 
ending hunger, preventing or alleviating homelessness, restoring utilities, removing the pains 
of poverty for the elderly and the handicapped and for those that are able providing 
transportation assistance to retain employment and medical care. Thanks to all of “You” we 
can continue to pursue our goal of ending poverty in our communities not just today but 
every day.  

This week we will be delivering food and meals to families, senior citizens, the handicapped 
and veterans that would have done without. We are very grateful that all of “You” provide 
the means to make these deliveries. We are even more grateful for the assistance “You” 
provide for those living in desperate poverty every day of the year, not just on a holiday. 
Hunger is felt every day, not just on holidays. Homelessness is traumatic every day, not just 



on holidays. Basic needs are needed every day, not just on holidays. We are most grateful for 
all of “You” that support our mission to remove the pains of poverty not just during the 
holidays but every day of the year. “You” are our blessing, our Thanksgiving. God Bless you 
for your support of our mission and all our good works “We” accomplish together. 

Health & Happiness, God Bless Everyone, W.C./Sal 

Please Help: There are many coming to us in desperation. Our good fellow creations 
need our compassion. Together we make a big difference. Make checks payable to: The 
Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 1, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. The Time Is Now to Help is a 
federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and 
Illinois. You will receive a tax deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing how your 
donation provided assistance for the poverty stricken.      
 A Very Special Thank You: Barnabas Matching Grant, Fox Charities, Martin 
Business, Bess Spiva Timmons Foundation, Virginia Klaus, The Petco Foundation, 
American Culinary Federation-Geneva Lake S. Chapter 2015 Night of Love Fundraiser,  
Lake Geneva Country Meats, Paul Ziegler, Thomas Morrissy, Kelley Borden Gray, James 
Borden, Rita’s Wells Street Salon, United Way of Central Ohio, Alliant Energy Foundation, 
Arlene Torrenga, Goodshop, Yvonne Mol, Steven & Mary Schmitendorf, Mark & Laina 
Papenfus, Steve & Julie Ahlgren, Albert & Ellen Burnell, Carolyn Essel, David & Marty 
Altwies, Sid & Patty Johnson, Marvin & Audrey Hersko, Michael & Kathe Beach, William 
Antti, Michael & Sally Anne Chier, Robert & Judith McKillop, Cher Fritchen, Diana 
Sullivan, Delores Olson, Anna Kiel, and ALL of you who support The Time Is Now to Help 
donation boxes, and the businesses that allow our & donation boxes. Anyone who would like 
a Time Is Now donation box in your business, please call (262) 249-7000.   
  Honorary: Al & Geri Hinton in honor of Les Malsch’s Birthday.    
 Memorials: Maryann & Ed Baxter in memory of their Aunt Mary Luchitz. Delores 
Piotrowski in memory of her beloved best friend Martha “Dee” Valentine & her beloved 
parents Gene & Lottie Piotrowski.        
 W.C. Food Pantry: The W.C. Food Pantry is located at: 205 E. Commerce St., 
Elkhorn, WI. 53121. This is in the old Aurora Clinic building off of Hwy. 67 just east of 
Interstate 43. Their phone number is (262) 723-4488.      
    Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org       

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/

