
We continue last week’s column sharing with you how your donations were used so far in 
the Barnabas $67,000 Matching Grant. We left you last week wondering how these people, 
our fellow Americans, our neighbors, our fellow creations right here in our communities, 
were going to be lifted out of the situations of poverty they were living in. How could we 
find a resolution when sometimes the situation seems hopeless? Thanks to your support 
matched by Barnabas, we have.  

The first person we wrote about last week was the senior citizen that was living in a home 
filled with mold and too many belongings. We had to reassure this senior woman that we 
could get her out of this situation. She was overwhelmed by the responsibilities she could no 
longer keep up with. The home had fallen too far into disrepair and probably was in that 
condition for several years before this senior woman was brought to our attention by a caring 
volunteer. Once we were able to convince her that she would be much better off in a new 
environment, free of the broken piles of belongings she could no longer physically rid herself 
from and the toxic mold she was breathing in every day, her life began to improve. Thanks to 
a caring volunteer we were able to find a reasonable apartment that was clean and easily 
accessible with her walker. Several volunteers helped her go through her belongings to be 
sure only the most needed items were brought to her new apartment. A new bed was 
purchased and furniture was provided to replace the worn, dirty, mold filled furniture at her 
old home. A volunteer went shopping for sheets, blankets, a pillow, towels and other 
household necessities. Another volunteer took her shopping for food and toiletries. We also 
provided first month’s rent and security deposit to help her with her budget going forward. 
Sometimes the senior woman seemed overwhelmed by our thorough assistance but it was 
what she needed to make a fresh start in an apartment where she could easily navigate her 
walker and no longer suffer from sinus infections and coughs. The last time we checked with 
this senior woman she was healthy and happy in her new surroundings. She has volunteers 
that still check in on her. She also was extremely grateful for all of “You” and the Barnabas 
$67,000 Matching Grant that made her assistance even possible.  

Another person’s story we touched upon last week was the woman with three children that 
was homeless after living in an abusive marriage. The woman and children were finally free 
of the husband’s physical and psychological abuse but were not free of the financial hold that 
poverty had on them. After years of not being allowed to work by the controlling husband 
and then not being able to find a job due to the missing teeth from the husband’s cruelty, it 
would be a challenge to help this mother become self-sufficient. But there are almost no 
challenges that are too hard for The Time Is Now to Help. The first thing we did was find a 
dentist to fix her teeth so she could regain her confidence and physical appearance that had 
been holding her back. Once that was accomplished the single mother was ready for her new 
challenge. Her education and skills that had been suppressed for years came back to her and 
she had the confidence to get a job that would support her children in the future. With our 



help providing first and second month’s rent and security deposit to get them out of their 
present homelessness and into a safe and secure apartment, providing beds, food, clothing, a 
car repair and tires, we put them on the path to success. That success is thanks to “You” and 
the Barnabas $67,000 Matching Grant. 

The disabled woman that was ravaged by the effects of her birth defect felt the relief of 
poverty thanks to “You”. This family had endured more than most and it was hard for all of 
us at The Time Is Now to Help to hear what she had gone through. Her parents had lived in 
an area contaminated by toxic chemicals and the water her mother drank during her 
pregnancy had caused her to be born with a rare bone disease. Many surgeries and therapies 
later and she still continues to decline. There is no cure. She was well enough when she was 
younger to have two children that by the grace of God are healthy. Since their birth she has 
struggled and now eight years later is in a wheelchair. This mother hopes to stay alive long 
enough to see her children graduate from high school, but that is still many years away. The 
father cares for her and the children and works full-time, but misses days when she is too 
weak or needs a trip to her doctors in Milwaukee. It is a tough life for them, but thanks to all 
of us together we have made it a little easier. When finances did not allow for a car repair we 
provided it, knowing this car repair would get this mother to her doctors safely and the father 
to his job. When they came up short for the month due to co-pays and expensive 
prescriptions we made sure they had food and their utilities were paid. This assistance made 
a difficult life a little more bearable, the pains of poverty removed made the physical pains of 
a disabling birth defect a little more tolerable.  

The nearly senior woman that had gone through chemotherapy and radiation is now well on 
her way to remission. Thanks to the Barnabas $67,000 Matching Grant and your matching 
donations she no longer is stressing over her pending eviction and utility disconnection in 
addition to her cancer worries. Healthy foods are in her refrigerator and necessary toiletries 
are in her cabinets. Once again the removal of stress due to financial strains brought about a 
much needed physical healing as well. Just knowing someone cares about your well-being 
brings about a positive change. Our good works heal our fellow creations in many ways. The 
charity works we do together heal hearts, bodies and minds.  

Living in a motel is not ideal and even less so for a single mother and son with disabilities. 
To be unable to get out of the motel and face eviction from there too is frightening. When 
you cannot find a rental due to an eviction on your record sometimes it takes a little extra 
work and finding an understanding landlord.  Sometimes we need to talk to the landlord and 
sometimes we need to provide paperwork showing our commitment to help as we did with 
this mother and disabled child. Once this landlord was assured this mother and child could 
afford their rent going forward he was very willing to help. You cannot blame the landlord 
for being cautious as there are many times they never recoup their delinquent rents. The next 



hurdle we discovered was when she went to put the utilities in her name and found an 
outstanding previous balance on her record due to an old roommate not paying off the 
balance when they moved out. The utility companies will not open up a new account and 
provide utilities until that previous balance is paid in full. We made sure this mother and 
child were able to have the utilities connected and paid their first month’s rent and security 
deposit. This allowed them to get their finances in order for the months to come.  

We are happy to report the grandmother raising her four grandchildren has been granted 
custody of the children. This means she can now receive benefits that will help her care for 
them properly. Our assistance helped this grandmother and children successfully move 
forward together. Where the children had been sleeping on couches and the floor, they now 
have beds and their own bedding. Proper clothing and winter coats and shoes were provided. 
We made sure this grandmother and children had enough food. We made sure the 
grandmothers car was repaired and safe for all of them to ride in. With our assistance this 
grandmother is no longer overwhelmed with the financial aspects of taking on four children 
that were previously neglected. Her love for them will help them heal from the traumatic 
lifestyle their parents subjected them to. Our assistance and a grandmother’s love helped 
them heal from the physical neglect they had endured. These children and grandmother know 
someone cares about them and thanks to the rent assistance and the other assistance your 
support, matched by the Barnabas $67,000 Matching Grant provided, will assure they can 
continue to be safe and sheltered.  

As is our policy, every penny of your donation is always used to remove the pains of 
poverty. When we have finished distributing these funds over the next few weeks we will 
share with you the complete breakdown showing where every penny was spent. As we enter 
the busiest time of year for our charity we are continually thankful for all of “You”. The tears 
of relief that are shed are thanks to “You”. The hungry children fed are thanks to “You”. The 
jobs saved and medical care received due to reliable transportation is thanks to “You”. “You” 
are part of everything we do here at The Time Is Now to Help. We vow to continue to work 
hard every day removing the pains of poverty, verifying true need, securing shelter, restoring 
utilities and all the other good works we do together. Together “We” need to carry on our 
good works that make our mission for God a success. Together “We” make a big difference 
removing the pains of poverty for our fellow creations.  

You can be assured that together we will continue our mission during this very busy time of 
desperate need. There are still many of our fellow creations suffering and in need of our 
assistance. Thanks to all of “You” we will be there to provide that assistance. We wish you a 
very Merry and Blessed Christmas.  

Health & Happiness, Love & God Bless Everyone, Sal 



Please Help: There are many coming to us in desperation. Our good fellow creations 
need our compassion. Together we make a big difference. Make checks payable to: The 
Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 1, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. The Time Is Now to Help is a 
federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and 
Illinois. You will receive a tax deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing how your 
donation provided assistance for the poverty stricken.      
 A Very Special Thank You: Barnabas Matching Grant donors, National Association 
of Realtors, Electronic Specialties, Kunes Country Auto Group, Gregg Kunes, Mary Kay 
Ring, Martin Business, John Stensland & Family, Steven & Deidred Trumble, Thomas 
Morrissy, The Dan & Donna Casey Family Foundation, Joseph & Barbara Moos, Albert & 
Ellen Burnell, David & Connie Zyer, Lake Geneva Area Realty, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
Schuberth, Geneva Theatre Actors’ Guild, Geneva Theater, Ray Ring, Gordon Wisniewski, 
JaNelle Powers, Harold Johnson, Brett Houdek, Steve Hay, Joan Hay, Viki Dumez and Chris 
Brookes, E. & Barbara Andres, Duane DeYoung, Scott Annen, William Davit, Denise 
Sifuentes, Martin Ditkof, Teresa Hurley, Karin Collamore, Anita Bareja, Karen Derr, James 
Davis, Walter Dietschweiler, Nancy Cunniff, Gregory Swanson, Michael Newman, Richard 
Green, James & Shari Loback, Donald & Anne Ogne, Nancy Ferguson, Father Hugh 
Fullmer, Darien Community Club, Joan Marabito Rietz, Dorothy Tookey, David & Shirley 
Heigl, Joyce Franciss, Randall & Margaret Sith, Ancia Diehl, William & Jean Isaacson, Gale 
& Ronald Loudenbeck, John & Joyce Kirkwood, Robert Ribordy, John & Marian McClellan, 
our anonymous donors and ALL of you who support The Time Is Now to Help donation 
boxes, and the businesses that allow our donation boxes. Anyone who would like a Time Is 
Now donation box in your business, please call (262) 249-7000.     
 Prayer Chain: The power of prayer and positive thoughts comes from the true healer, 
our Lord answering our prayers. Please pray for healing for the following people: Mike, 
Caroline, Susan, Vince, Sylvia, Richard, Jennifer, Jayden, Santina, Alex, Lily, Kaitlyn, 
Kynesha, Sheila, Adrian & Marilyn.         
       Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org       

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/

